Naval War College Review
Volume 63
Number 1 Winter

Article 13

2010

Ethics and International Relations, 2nd ed.
Edward Rhodes

Follow this and additional works at: https://digital-commons.usnwc.edu/nwc-review
Recommended Citation
Rhodes, Edward (2010) "Ethics and International Relations, 2nd ed.," Naval War College Review: Vol. 63 : No. 1 , Article 13.
Available at: https://digital-commons.usnwc.edu/nwc-review/vol63/iss1/13

This Book Review is brought to you for free and open access by the Journals at U.S. Naval War College Digital Commons. It has been accepted for
inclusion in Naval War College Review by an authorized editor of U.S. Naval War College Digital Commons. For more information, please contact
repository.inquiries@usnwc.edu.

Color profile: Disabled
Composite Default screen

158

NAVAL WAR COLLEGE REVIEW

Rhodes: Ethics and International Relations, 2nd ed.

This methodology, “Representative
Source Comparative Analysis” (RSCA),
identifies threats, conflicts, and drivers, the latter incorporating ideologies,
economic factors, and technology.
The sources are, like this study,
authoritative.
Chapter 5 contains the bulk of the work
by identifying “common assessments
and consensus.” Dividing the analysis
into categories of threats, military technology, and opposing strategies, which
are then subdivided into eighteen
subscenarios, Tangredi makes an effective comprehensive and succinct examination of the literature to provide a
review of the various studies in each
case, explaining what arises in consensus and in opposition.
The intention of chapter 6, “Divergence
and Contradictions,” is to capture the
essence of basic divergent views and examines ten “either-or” propositions. In
this instance, these are broken into various category headings, such as nature of
conflict (which replaces military technology), threats, and opposing strategies. The chapter is simple, clear, to the
point, and—although the substance is
more complicated than the author represents it to be—credible.
In chapter 7, “Wild Cards and Hedging
Scenarios,” touching on the bane of defense planners everywhere, the book inevitably loses some of its certainty—a
point not lost on Tangredi. Yet he cleverly utilizes the “wild card” and the
“hedging scenario” to provide a conceptual overlay that, he argues, enables
the assessment of an adopted defense
policy’s flexibility and baseline
assumptions.
One caveat is, naturally, that in dealing
with this subject, what was once the

future quickly becomes the past. This is
the case, for example, regarding wildcard scenarios, where a global economic
collapse is discussed. This has arguably
happened since publication.
Futures of War is certainly worthy of the
attention of U.S. defense policy makers,
but it is impossible to know if this work
will follow its predecessor and be ignored as well.
CHRISTOPHER MARTIN

Deputy Director, Centre for Security Studies
University of Hull

Graham, Gordon. Ethics and International Relations. 2nd ed. Malden, Mass.: Wiley-Blackwell,
2008. 223pp. $21.95

In today’s world, citizens, statesmen,
and men and women in uniform are
faced almost daily with real questions
about terrorism, torture, humanitarian
intervention, and foreign assistance.
They must return again and again to
the problem of determining when the
use of military force might be an appropriate response to the horrors of the
day. For these individuals Gordon Graham’s Ethics and International Relations
is an invaluable work. It is stimulating,
challenging, insightful, and, perhaps
most unusually, helpful. Not by any
stretch of the imagination is this a
“how-to” book, with explicit guidance
or facile answers. Rather, it represents
an understanding of the contending
logics that lead to competing conclusions about right or wrong action, or
nonaction, on the global stage.
Graham, a distinguished philosopher
now holding the Henry Luce III Chair
at the Princeton Theological Seminary,
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updates and expands here his original
1997 publication, tackling issues that
have emerged in the last decade. This
revised work retains the extraordinary
merits of the earlier. The author brings
wonderful clarity of logic and presentation to what, in other hands, is often a
confused mess of unconnected arguments, claims, counterarguments, and
counterclaims. Graham offers his presentation without disparaging or giving
short shrift to anyone, exploring realist,
various moralist, and what he terms
“Legalist” traditions of international
ethics, the assumptions and reasoning
built into them, the criticisms that have
been leveled against them, and possible
responses to these criticisms.
Graham himself is neither, on the one
hand, utopian nor, on the other hand,
dismissive of ethical concerns. In the
“Legalist” tradition, Graham stresses
the moral disanalogies between states
and individuals (a difference that “Moralist” approaches often regard as unimportant), argues the need to consider
both natural law and the law of nations
in wrestling with international ethics,
and uses the just-war theory as a logical
starting place for consideration of other
interventions. Graham is candid and
thoughtful about the problems of such
an approach, as well as about the
strengths of alternatives.
While this volume is a tightly integrated
whole, it is organized into what are essentially eight separate, carefully organized, and self-contained twenty-fivepage lectures. Beginning with the rise of
the state system and of the nation-state,
Graham investigates the ethical assumptions built into this political
framework and the challenges inherent
in such an organization of political life.
He explores just-war theory and
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considers the ethical problems associated with weapons of mass destruction
before turning to the issues that have
increasingly dominated the international agenda of the post–Cold War
period.
Among the joys of this wonderfully erudite but never overwhelming or condescending volume is Graham’s capacity
to explain, without going off on tangents, many of the concepts and distinctions—from the differences
between power and authority and between force and violence to the logic of
the principle of double effect—that, left
unexplained, befuddle so many analyses
and discussions.
Readers are likely to realize many
“aha!” moments as all sorts of nonsensical arguments suddenly make sense.
Surprisingly, given the weightiness of
the topic, this is a book that is difficult
to put down and an important book to
pick up.
EDWARD RHODES

Rutgers University

Kets de Vries, Manfred F. R. Reflections on Character and Leadership: On the Couch with Manfred
Kets de Vries. New York: Wiley, 2009. 332pp.
$29.95

Reflections on Character and Leadership
is not your typical book on leadership.
It delves into aspects that are often neglected in both the classroom and professional press. How often do we focus
on the leader who is dysfunctional and
on what drives the destructiveness?
This is what Manfred Kets de Vries has
set out to do. An engaging writer and
scholar with a penchant for practical
workplace applications, Kets de Vries
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